30,000+ DAaT™A PoinTts

by Carl S. Milsted, Jr., Ph.D.

Do issues matter politically? Do we need to adopt an incremental
approach in order to win elections? Should we drop/downplay
the drug issue? Should we focus on cutting taxes? These and
similar issues are debated endlessly at Libertarian gatherings
around the country.

The major parties answer such questions by commissioning
scientific polls. Such polling is expensive, and I cannot afford
it. But I do have something almost as good: tens of thousands
of data points gathered from the Enhanced Precision Political
Quiz in 2D (Quiz2D for short). My data set is not a scientific
random sample of the population, but it is a very large sample
of those exploring political options. Thus, it may not be the best
data set for winning general elections, but it is excellent data for
determining how to grow the party to the next level.

Quiz2D is a computerized 11 question Nolan Chart quiz.
Unlike the World’s Smallest Political Quiz, Quiz2D offers at
least 5 multiple choice answers for each question. The user
is not constrained to answering yes, maybe, or no to a set of
extreme positions, such as ending taxes or legalizing all drugs.
Instead, the user can choose how much to cut (or increase)
government for each issue.

I wrote the first edition of Quiz2D in 1999 as a Windows based
application small enough to run on obsolete 486 PCs. This
was used at assorted gun shows, fairs and campus events. I
later produced a web version (at www.quiz2d.com) which
has undergone multiple revisions based on feedback. The
data which follows is from Version 6, which was deployed
in September 2004. There are over 30,000 data points from
people who came in directly to the home page. (People who
come in through special links from other web sites are tallied
separately.)

Let us start with our favorite issue: taxes.

Should the size of government be significantly
reduced (over a period of time)?

e 14.1% NO! Government is too small. There are vital
programs that are under-funded.

e 15.4% No. Government is about the right size.

e 30.0% Yes. Cut by 10-20% (eliminate waste, fraud,
and abuse...).

e 10.7% Yes! Cut significantly, 30-40%.
e 7.5% Yes! Cut spending roughly in half.

e 15.7% YES! Cut 70% or more. (The rightful function
of government is to protect our borders and enforce
laws protecting life, liberty and property.)

e 6.5% YES!! Taxation is theft! Government should be
run from voluntary contributions and user fees only.

e Average Weight =82.3

Wow! Only 6.5% of the people who took the quiz agree with
our position on taxes! Keep in mind that many people are
referred to the quiz from libertarian web sites (not all sites use
the special link), and many current LP members play with the
quiz. We can expect agreement within the general population
to be lower.

Compare this with the supposedly killer issue: drugs.

Should the War on Drugs continue?

e 20.2% YES! And we need to redouble our efforts!
More life sentences! More mandatory drug tests! More
no-knock warrants!

e 13.9% Yes! Continue on our present course.

e 15.0% Well yes, but obey the Constitution. Repeal
civil asset forfeiture and/or lessen some of the more
outrageous punishments.

e 32.3% No. Legalize the safer drugs such as marijuana.
Tax and regulate them like liquor.

e 18.5% No! Legalize all recreational drugs for adult
use. (What you take is none of the government’s
business as long as you handle your ‘high’
responsibly.)

e  Average Weight =76.0

Nearly three times as many people agree with our drug war
stance as with our stance on taxes and spending!

Now suppose we were to practice a bit of moderation in the near
term, incrementalism if you will. We could do this on drugs by
focusing just on marijuana. Doing so we get 32.3% + 18.5%
= 50.8% of quiz takers. I am assuming that our hypothetical
Libertarian candidate remains the most radical pro-freedom
candidate, so those who favor a more radical pro-freedom
stance still favor the Libertarian. As long as this holds true, we
can add up percentages starting at the bottom when evaluating
more moderate stances.

If we apply this idea to taxes and spending, we have to moderate
quite a bit to win a majority. If we go from zero taxes to 50%
tax cuts (over time) we win only 6.5% + 15.7% + 7.5% =29.7%
of the vote. If we drop back to a 30-40% spending cut this
improves to 40.4%. Based on these numbers I fear that radical
cuts in government spending are Not our best issue.

Now, let us consider an issue that causes some embarrassment:
sex. Many LP candidates shy away from this issue; many LP
activists get mad when a candidate flaunts this issue. The
polling numbers on this issue are quite shocking:
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Should the government have laws regulating
sex between consenting adults? Should they be
enforced?

e 10.4% Yes! It is time to actually enforce laws against
sex out of wedlock and certain “deviant” acts.

e 5.6% Yes. Time to enforce the laws against certain
“deviant” acts.

e 5.2% Yes. Time to enforce the laws against sex out of
wedlock.

e 9.9% Well, keep current sodomy and fornication laws
on the books to make a statement, but don’t enforce
them.

e 24.5% No. Sodomy and fornication laws are
unenforceable and obsolete. Take them off the books.

e 44.4% NO! The government has no right to regulate
sex between consenting adults. Take all such laws off
the books, including laws against prostitution.

e Average Weight = 69.8

In terms of voter agreement, this is our best issue! And yes, |
was surprised too when I first saw this number. I was especially
surprised the first time I ran the quiz—at a gun show. Despite
the fact that the demographic was heavily conservative (only
two liberals if I recall correctly), I got similar numbers on this
issue. The trend has held at fair booths and student events as
well.

However, before you base your campaign on this issue, you
should know that it is the issue people care about the least.
When I first showed such numbers to Ron Crickenberger, he
said that was the case and suggested that I ask people to rank
the importance of issues. I have since done so, with people
giving a 1-5 for each issue, which translates underneath the
hood to a weight factor of 33-100. Ron was right; sex comes
out with lowest overall weight. (By the way, all the percentages
quoted are weighted percentages. Unweighted percentages are
available on the web site.)

Here are a few more controversial issues:

Should the public schools be privatized?

e 23.6% NO! We need to extend the public schools to
day care and college.

e 41.2% No. We need continued government ownership
of schools. (Reform is possible.)

e 16.5% Yes. Replace government-owned schools with
government-provided vouchers for everyone.

e 7.9% Yes! Government vouchers for the poor only.
(Let the middle and upper classes write their own
checks.)

e 10.9% YES! Complete separation of education and
state. (Let churches and other charities educate the
poor.)

e  Average Weight = 87.7

Should Social Security be phased out?

e 11.9% NO! All we have to do is start investing the
Social Security trust fund in the stock market.

e 9.0% NO! Raise taxes as necessary when the baby
boomers retire.

e 23.3% No, but pay down the national debt now, before
the baby boomers retire.

e 11.5% Some. Ramp up the retirement age so the
average number of years for receiving government
checks is brought back down to 5.

e 7.8% Yes. Replace Social Security with a purely aged-
based MINIMUM income (comparable to current
minimum Social Security payouts) funded out of
general revenues.

e 13.4% Yes. Replace Social Security with a forced
savings plan for the young.

e 23.0% YES! Complete separation of retirement and
state. Let people plan their own retirement.

e Average Weight =76.7

Is illegal immigration a serious problem? Does it
justify the cost and lost rights necessary to keep
people out?

e 20.8% Illlegal immigration is a serious problem.
Institute a national ID for everyone.

e 38.5% Illlegal immigration is a serious problem, but
the solution is more border patrol and/or use of the
military to guard the borders better.

e 13.2% Keep the current system more or less.

e 11.6% Keep the immigration quotas but keep our
Constitutional rights also. Eliminate the proof of legal
residency requirement to get a job.

e 16.0% Immigrants are a blessing to this country. Open
the gates! Just require that they pay their own way.

e Average Weight = 76.6

To see how people responded to the remaining issues, go to
www.quiz2d.com/stats. There you can see much more extensive
tables, with weights for each answer, unweighted percentages,
and data passed through various filters. I highly recommend
you look at the data with all the extremists removed; this takes
out some of the bias from Libertarians and others playing
with the quiz. I also recommend looking at just the moderate
libertarians. This is the demographic we must recruit next if we
are to become a major party.



