
What Does the Pledge Mean?
There are those who say that the Libertarian Party 
Membership Pledge was simply a way to let the FBI 
know that we were not a bunch of bomb throwing 
hippies or gun toting right wing militia types intent 
on violent overthrow of the government.

Do we still need such a certification? Like us or not, 
most people realize that the Libertarian Party is a 
political party, the kind that legally participates in 
elections. 

Does the Pledge help our image today? Or does it 
draw attention to a connection between libertarianism 
and gun-toting militants?

“I am not a crook”

—Richard Nixon

Imagine if the Democratic Party were to have its 
members sign a pledge that said, “I certify that I am 
not a communist.” Would this help the Democratic 
Party? Would it have helped during the Cold War 
days? Or would it be a tacit admission of connection 
between the Democratic Party and groups farther 
left?

Imagine if the Republican Party were to have its 
members sign a pledge that said, “I certify that I am 
not a racist.” Would this help the Republican Party 
recruit more African Americans? Or would it simply 
be an admission that the Republican Party has a 
racism problem?

If this is the meaning of the Pledge, it is an 
embarrassment. It needs to go now.

Furthermore, the Pledge has another meaning, and 
because different members ascribe to different 
meanings, the Pledge is the source of much rancor.

The other interpretation of the Pledge is political. 
To join the party one must certify that one wants to 
eliminate all social welfare programs, all restrictions 
on consensual behavior by adults, and all taxes other 
than voluntary user fees (and possibly externality 
fines).

Technically speaking, one must advocate the 
elimination of all these things immediately. To 
advocate phasing out any program or tax is to 
advocate the initiation of force in the interim. This 
was stated explicitly in early Libertarian writings, 
especially those of Murray Rothbard. 

Therefore, the Pledge requires that all LP 
members advocate the complete elimination of 
nearly all taxation immediately, regardless of the 
consequences.

• If this results in default on the national debt, 
with subsequent economic chaos, so be it.

• If this results in defunding the military to the 
point where invasion is feasible, so be it.

• If millions of current Social Security recipients 
are reduced to eating dog food and freezing in 
the dark, so be it.

• If representative democracy gives way to 
dueling warlords, so be it.

• If advocating the above results in losing to the 
Democrats and Republicans, so be it.

Anarchy tomorrow is an incredibly unpopular 
policy, and will remain so until the government is cut 
substantially and alternative institutions arise. 

Under this interpretation, the LP Membership Pledge 
is a pledge to avoid political victory. It is a pledge to 
keep the party tiny. It is a pledge to let the Democrats 
and Republicans continue growing government and 
reducing liberty.

If we wish to win elections and begin cutting 
governmen the Pledge must go!

I am not a terrorist! I am an impatient anarchist!
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